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face of the town. Within a dozen years, 30,000 persons were
re-housed by these trusts, at a cost of over £1,000,000. And
£250,000 was advanced to1 them through the Public Works
Loans Board under an act of 1866. Barracky as were these
model dwellings, alien as they were to English traditions, and
damping to youthful ambition as their addresses have become,
they were none the less important in so far as they embodied
the principle of ' one family, one structurally separate dwel-
ling/
This was immediately followed by a smaller but still more
effective experiment. Some of the houses let off in working-
class tenements were sufficiently well-built to warrant thorough
reconditioning; but if this heavy expenditure were to pay, care
would have to be taken to stimulate the co-operation of the
tenant with the landlord. In other words, the improvement
must be moral as well as material, and re-education must keep
pace with re-conditioning. This was the meaning of John
Ruskin's alliance with Octavia Hill, a grand-daughter of Dr.
Southwood Smith, the Benthamite fever specialist, in 1866.
He provided the capital and she the skilled property-manage-
ment. Within ten years she had 3,000 tenants. Thus these two
idealists showed that the discussion whether the slum caused
the slum-mind or the slum-mind the slum was an irrelevant
abstraction, bred of the mania for reducing everything to a
sequence of cause and effect: the two were indistinguishable,
and, if any real progress were to be made, it must be by a
simultaneous attack on both at once.
Private experiment was soon reinforced and supplemented
by municipal enterprise. For while the private philanthropist
could proceed only by way of example and competition the
public authority could act also by compulsion. And one of
the unexpected by-products of private effort was that by its
influence on public opinion it paved the way for public action,
helped also by the example of Hausmann's Paris. Liverpool,
Glasgow and Edinburgh led the way with local acts of parlia-
ment in 1864* and 1866, empowering them to eliminate the
most insanitary of their dwellings, clear their criminal quarters,

